
   Jonah Series….                                        Life Lesson 
  

“The Man Who Said NoÓ 
Pastor David Welsh 

June 29, 2008 
 

 What is the first thing you think of when you hear the word ÒJonahÓ? A 
kidÕs story that didnÕt really happen, a whale, IÕve heard that before, hard to 
believe, etc.  Why do you think God put this book in the Bible and did it 
really happen? 

 
Read Jonah 1: 1-3. 

¥ Can you find a key phrase in these three verses that is listed twice?  
Who was Jonah running from and is this possible?  Read Psalm 139:7-
10 

¥ Nineveh was the capital city of the Assyrian empire.  The Assyrians had 
harassed the nations of Judah and Israel for over a century.  Their 
feared military machine dominated the ancient world with only one rival 
Ð Babylonia.  The Assyrians hated the Jews and Jews viewed the 
Assyrians as pagans because of their worship of nature.  They believed 
every object of nature was possessed by a spirit. 
- JonahÕs orders from God must have gone against everything in him. 
What do 

     you think he was feeling? How would you have responded to GodÕs 
orders? 

¥ Read Amos 3:6 & 7.  What does God do before sending down his 
wrath? 

¥ Did God want to destroy Nineveh?  What does God say to Jonah in 
4:11? 

¥ The Assyrians would take the northern kingdom of Israel captive just 
50 years after JonahÕs visit to Nineveh. Why would God send Jonah to 
IsraelÕs enemy?  What does this teach you about God? 

¥ Is it hard to believe the Jonah story?  Read Matthew 12:39-41.  Who 
is speaking here? Would Jesus compare his resurrection to a myth? 



 
TAKING IT HOME WITH YOUÉÉ  
 

¥ Meditate on Psalm 139 this week. Can we ever escape GodÕs 
presence? 

¥ Are you praying for the lost?  If not, ask God to give you His love and 
concern for others.  Pick one person and make a commitment to pray 
for them 
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